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Devices Playwrights
Changeable in" Values

By LAWRENCE REAMER.

AS a too sophlsticated publie grown weary of the playwright’s de-|
H vices which have always been thought certain In the past to|
erbate thelr effecta? |
Look, for instanes, ot the masqueratie which made the success of
“Charley’s Aunt.”  The dea has hoen used repeaiedly and rarely without |
Interesting the publie 1o some extent, Miss Aupe Caldwell pelied on it last|
In “She's g Goold Fellor™ and n lopg list of anthors, estending from Robert |
Buchanan, wiw wrote *“The Sty Adventures of Miss Brown,"” down to
the writer of @ play intendded to exploit Bothwell Browne, lased thelr farces
on the Lepersonation of o womun by a man who was mistaken for what he
was supposed o be,  The Faselppting Widow' is sald to have earned a
fortune for it= author.  The device seemed to be sure of its offect, But in|
“Ihree 15 o Crowd)” pewntly at the Cort Theatre, the audience  would
br e none of it
Tost pluyweight< e too utterly discournged by this change of mood on |
the part of the public, et it hastily be added that Brandon Thomas's farce
= still popular i cevtaln quarters. It I8 constantly acted by stock com- |
pitiles aud I8 locked upon ns assuring one prosperons week. Its 4'nll!ini:lllrll|
Vozie may lave departed, althonzh for years It was a regular feature of |
the ropertolre in the Freneh and German theatres. Natorally its greatest |
suceess was in i_n||-l- n where until “Cha Chin Chow' achieved the unprece-
aentin] number of 1,550 represenfations, it held the record with 1,486 per-
furmances, And s anuunl revival §s a species of lesser dramatic sacrament,
Dramatlists may weil tremble at the ' tho moansy he gave her to a more or
1 f eabje and reliad i.‘nw lu-mk.c:; but irritating parlor
F stion that it has "*fuake. This same unwelcome visitor
e rerunner of mote | has told him a dull story about n
wii nee to the esinb- [Herring, whigh cannot be cured until
HEhed s ving tip the h',“;,_;li']n dies, however sick the poor fish
e taging. 14 means much more | may be. Then bexin the visits of the
labor for the poor plavwrizhits, Not|husband in the irresistible form of
anly mist they bo miire Ingenious but | Sam Bernard to the times and cycles
miiet evon deseend ta the use of |of Ninon de I'Enclos and Cleopatra.

Always the lady shows a preference
for another; always this obtrusive
| person tells the story about the fish

1§ are ln.

¢ conclusion

‘\ “"ﬁ

|

the result of observing the although its kind changes with the
t now tilies to bring place.
Loof a French farce 10" 4.4 the spactators are always eager
M shall satlefy all.  In) i, jnterest at the recurrence of the
Brenkf Bed™ which ssems 10| gas They not only recognize It when
show =j deriving from Feydeau's | ehe gong or the story is about to make
[ PAmelle," it must in the | jts appearance, but they anticlpate it
erighind have been enough when the | with a smile which develops from o
fia of hero found him In the| broad grin into a guffaw. There are
same rogm with the soung girl he | many amusing things In “"As You
kad promised Wiy friend to “look af-| Were.” such as the unflagging humor
ter”  Buf Fyench furce is no longer |of Sam Bernard and there are some
R mitter of o hed and a fesw slamming | beautiful things such as the eyes of
fonrs So Miss Moore, in order tol|Irene Bordoni. But there ls nothing
Ming dawn the curtain at the Fltinge | that entertains the public so much
Thuntre with applunse, pretends to be [and binds all the fun together more
B ghost, shrieks wildly as she sends |Successfully than this idea of the in-
the counterpane shooting back into | Fenfous author who calls himself Rip.
the room, puts on u grotesque Chinese | SO after all, the managers and the
mask anil waves firsworks in the air|lbrettists to the contrary, there is
that there .0 be sympathetic valug In an ldea—especially if it Is a
Tesponisa from ile. And all §ood pHe—uven in & revea.
this scoms to sior ¢ .
It the amoint ot e htee de nssally | ARG Our Fremeh Theatre! How
I.‘!. Inverse ratio the display of Abont Tt?
Paysicul eftorr, Tuere Is no doubt of | The experiencen of the French thes
the present faith of the playwrights | atre In this city offer more occasion
In the efficacy of muscle. for conjecture than for satisfaction to
_— those who belleve that a playhouse
What, an Idea In a Revoef here presenting dramas in French
Aftor Al an Idea does help oven fn would correspond to an artistic need
8 reie, Theatersoe 1'; -“‘m have wit: of the community. The actors giving
nessed gome of the e i:\-rl'r-rm- their lttle plays in French at the little
Ences elusalfls I. o ChAE e I‘ 3% Theatre Parisien td little gatherings of
SR o YL ~| the faithful cut their season some-
Nl that n revae might have | what short and departed to other clties
i fr things in It 5o long 88| syoh as Montreal in which the desire
ey fully avolded an idea. But| o make the acquaintance of the muse
~d @ "As You Were” will help|of the Gallle theatre is mors impera-
oo 0 this opinlon,  In the|tive than it seema In West Forty-
i :I i+ of the plece which the | aighth streel. There s a promise,
hman eal'ing himseif Rip, | however, that the players will return
,l', 0 pecause he never has been | next season and display thelr talents
o ! napping, wrote Jor the Theatre | in a somewhat more ambitious reper-
) in Parle, theres are | tolpe, The plava selected during the
MOmE [Gens which for the sake of the | past months were usually unimportant,
-.:-». + picee §int this ¢ountry, | rarely new and not always the best
T obliterated. But there is|avallable specimens of their kind
&5 velty In the theme which | There was really little reason why
S0 sly enough for all dra-| the American seeking an acquaintance
o ' purposes the eplsodes of “As| with the French drama should have
You Were, sought out this little temple.

The proprietor of the chain of pastry
haps Wy :

0o quite freely admits that

poonr and butter play no part in his
. 0oAnd deplores the deterjoration in
P Ity of aniline dyes until it is
| [neee ponsible to keep a cake look=
L sttt the show windows
3 than two weeks (€ [mpossd
L] e pretty wife, who pessos op |

There has never been in the experi-
ence of the writer evidence that there
existed here any demand for plays in
French., Patronage for such enter-
prites must come from Americans.
The local French colony has never
shown any Interest in suppotrting ita

urtixts thoat in the past came o this
Euch

gniey,

distiogulshed gplyers’
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an Mounet-Bally,
brielie, Rejane and the singer Yvette
Gullbert have been aliowed to play |
here in theatres empty of thelr coms |
patriots. Nor has French opera made |
Any maore potent appesl to the ex-
patriates who might be expected to en- |
joy ft most, Once a year the French |
publie turns out for an operatic repre- I
sentation. This Is the annunal hospital |
benefit at the Metropolitan Opera
House. |

So it !m well settled that a French
theatre here for several monti:s of the
year must be maintained by ita native
patrons. Americans are accustomed
to certain high standards in the
theatre. Maybe the actors are not the
most finished, but they are capable.
From a material viewpoint a high
average !s maintained. In such par-
ticulars it must be the local eriterion
that is upheld. Of course no elaborate
outlay Is demanded in this department,
although In scenery and costumes nn
acceptable average musdt be wmain-
talned. The skill of the French actors
nnd the high quality of the French
plays must be added to create an in-
stitution which New Yorkers will be
inclined to support. It does not Seem
in the least certain from past ex-
perlence that they will even be in-
clined to do this, but there is at least
a chance for ita existence when these
conditions unite in & French theatre.

The efforts to establish such an
exotic in the rocky soll of Manhattan
have during recent seasons been of
varied character, Jacques Copeau was
pn admirable director in many ways.
His own particlpation in a production
wns not always fortunate, but he could
get the best results from his players.
He did perhaps as well as posalble with
the modern repertoire during the
second season of the Vieux Colombier
in Thirty-fifth strest. But his elforis
were too mannered for ths castn
theatregoer. He had certain theorles
of satage arrangement which were
sometimes admirable and at others top
much removed from the experience of
the average man in the theatre to he
tolerahle, Tt spoiled the pleasure of
any but the most Indifferent spectator
to be made to feel that he was merely
assisting at the test of M. Copeau's
artistic theories, which is a position
that offends every spactator uncon-
sciously. Eo M. Copeau, Interestine
as many of his achievements were, did
not meet fully the requirements of a
director of a French theatre in New
York. .

Then came the enterprise at the
little Theatre Parisien. In place of
de Musset, Beaumarchais, Merimse
and the other purely literary play-
wrights that M. Copeau introduced
to his public, there was a list of rather
faded farcea and comedies, with or
without music, such as one might en-
counter at the casino of some spa in
France or BSwitserland. Assuredly
this was not the dramatic fare for
those New Yorkers who sighed for the
delights of the French muse. Thera

Jane Hading, Gu- | 7

was but n moderate degree of enter-
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Plays That Continue.
“Lightain® ™ ... v iiacceraanny Galety
Taet I8 Weal" s seneivasssaes Astor
“Happy Days" .. Hippodrome
Yeandnl . L cnssesaeas 34th Street
"Adam and Bva". .. oveenn Langacre
"“The Jeml". . ...ccovsranaes Plymouth
OIREERER” e e e Hudson
“The Gold Diggers. ... o000 Lyceum

i “The Storm"™ oo 48Lh Strest
"Ziegfeld &Ill‘inigllt Frolle" . N.A.Roof
“Declasse" . .. Emplre
“Anple Blnnmm; ........ Globe

“I'he Little W hommr ...... Casino
“His Honor Abe Pnns'n" ...... Bllou

“Passing Show of 1919"
Winter Garden

“Buddles” .....civvcininnas Selwyn
“The Magic Melody™........Shubert
“Wedding Bells",........ ... Harris
IPRNEY . e ans i uns ¢ . Vanderbilt
*The Son- haux‘unr .. Belanco
“Aphrodite™ S e 1 Contury
*"One Night In Ilnme Cohan
"My Lady Friends" Camod}

“Monsieur Beaucalre™
New Amsterdam

MONDAY—Muxing Flllott's Thealre,
will appear os the star under
Thin comedy
nfter an abzence of two yYenrs

Sydney Mason, AMert Reed,

others

ago, la & comedy of
name by Joseph (. Lincoln.
Miss Clara Moorea and others.

TUESDAY—Playhouse,
Lilan Trimble Bradley,
produced by George Broadhurst,
Fagels and includes Gordon Ash,
Schaefler,

Johin Mpsefield,

Harwood, Charles Francls, Harry
\

Calendar of the New Plays

“The Cat-Bird,” n
tha
by Hupert Hughea will bring Mr.
The story
becomes enmeshed in a very human situation.
Misses Janet Beochar, Ruth Findlay and Pauline Armitage,
Willlam Raymond,

KEnlckerbocker Theatrs, “Shavings,” to be produced by Henry W,
fe on Cape Cod made from the
tiarry Beresford will head

“The Wonderfyl Thing"
founded on a story by

Fred L.
Philip Ldnning, Miss Eva Leonard Hoyne
Thirty-ninth Sireet Theatlre (afterncon),
with Miss Alexandra Carlisis In the ofler
matines performances will be presented by Messrs
out Interfering with the run of “Scandal" at
includes Phllip Merivale, Misses Beatrice

which John Drew
Arthur Hopkins,
1o the stage
is of a genial selentist who
In the company are the
Arthur Barry,
Willlam Willlamg and

management of
Drew back

Sav-
the same
the cast with

annvel of

& play in four acts by Mrs,
Forest Halsev, to be
The cast s headed by Miss Jeanne
Tiden, Edwanrd Lester, George
nml others,

“The Trugedy of Xan™ by
role, Speclal
Mowe and Hast with-
thls playloure, The cast
Noyes and Aunle Hughes, John
Ashford, and others.

7

them. Of eduecationil
values there was none bevond the op-
portunity to grow famlliar with the
spoken language as it fell from the ps
of the actors, The srason of the French
players here tiids winter could never

tainment in

bave been meant to fill more than &

small part of the scope of such an
institution. So it Is not falr to con-
clude from M. Copeau's lack of popu-
larity nor from the moderate support
of the recent season at the Theatre
Parislen that there I8 no room here
for & playhouse devoted to the French
drama. So far thers has been only
what was Incompetent or preclous or
altogether trivial.

SAYS SHE PREFERS
COMEDY TO EATING

Miss Roberta Arnold Relates
Some of Her Experiences.

“T'd rather do comedy than eat" was
the way in which Miss Roberta Arnold,
now playing in “Adam and Eva,' ex.
pressod her preference for the lighter
form of drama geoently in the Longacre
Theatre. She had been speaking of her
days In Les Angeles, Cal, when a leap
from Broadway there to Broadway here
secmed very remote,

*“I had been off the stage about a
vear,” sha sald “and was comforiably
situated In a nlce little bungalow out In
Hollywood, enjoving life to the full,
when Ollver Morosco offered me a part
in ‘Upstairs and Down,” He waa putting
ft on at the Morosco Theatre in Loa
Angeles for a tryout of three weeks,
The part 1 was to have was that of
Elsie Hunt, a widow. It appealed to me,
especlally because 1 had a yearning to
g2 back on the stage, and besides the
part was the kind 1 had always wanted
to play. It was comedy.

“1 can remember how, In my old stock
days at the old Belasco in Los Angeles
I had always wanted to play a good
comedy part. And just as persistent
wan the stage director that 1 should
not, for I had been appearing in & series
of roles ranging from ingenue leads In
such pleces as “The Girl With the Green
Eyes,” “The Virginlan' and ‘Merely Mary

Ann' to emolional leads, T had been
engaged for this type of work, and thers
seemed to ba little chance of Indulglng
my whim for comedy,

“In connection with that engagement
an incident ocourred which I shall never
forget. It was one tigne whin I was
determined to ‘make good' In an emo-
tonal part, simply because thore was
one player who doubted the wisdom of
my selection for the lead. He had come
to Los Angeles as a stock star, and the
opening. bill was (o be a play called
‘Peace on Earth," The first day we re-
hearsed 1 must have been somewhat
careless In the way I read my lines,
for ho ranted and raved, finally voicing
his disgust to the management that I
should have been assigned to play op-
posite him. Whether his criticlam was
Justified 1s mercly a matter of opinion,
but If It was for the purposs of spur-
ring me on to do my best, it had the
desired effect. The ‘Irleh’ In me asser-
ted itself, and the next day at the close
of the rehearsal | had the satisfaction
of llstening to hix apology, supplemented
by an effer of an ongagement In New
York In & play whhln he Intended put-
ting on,

“Hut It remllned for Mr. Morosco to
make an appearance here sufficiently
alluring for me to come East. While
I had elected to stay In Callfornia
with Miss Laurette Tuylor in ‘Peg o' My
Heart'—1 originated and played the
part of Eihel during the ten weeks' run
of that plece at the Burbank Theatre
In Los Angeles—I remalned with 'Up-
stalrs and Down' during ita New York
run, spending swnotber year on the road
with "

NEW PLAY IN GRAND STREET.

In the Nelghburhnod Playhouse In
Grand street to-night the Nelghborheod
Players will present, for the first time
In New York, "The Beautiful Sabine
Women,” a satire by Leonid Andrayev,
Russian novelist and playwright. This
piay was first produced in 1913 in the
Convex Mirror, a little theatre in Petro.
grad. It will be preceded to-night by
Lord Dunsany’s one-act play, "The Glit-
tering Gate,” which was first produced
five years ago by the Nelghborhood
Players, Introducing Lord Dunsany to
American audiences. It wad five years
ago on Lincoln's Birthday that this

little playhouse was opened.

]

MISS JANE COWL 1m

have played for about thirty-two weeks,
extending over two scasons, and during
that time the play had had receipts of
approximately $500,000, establishing a
new record for a dramatic atiraction In
that length of time. Arthur Hopkins
will take off this play, as he did “Re-
demption,” while it was still drawing
large audiences, in order to give oppor-
tunity to John Barrymore In a varled
and worthy repertoire,

Mr. Barrymore will open in “Richard
IT1." on March 1. The theatre will be
closed for a week befo;a that time in or-
der to make the elaborate preparations
for the Bhakespearian presentation

FOR CATHOLIC ACTORS' GUILD.

At the Colan Theatre to-night there
will be a benefit performance for the
Catholle Actors’ Guild with an unusual
array of talent. Among the stars who
will contribute to the programme are
Misses Laurette Taylor, Ethel Barry-
mors, Irene Bordonl, Edith Day, Fanny
Brice and Lillian Lorraine, Leo Ditrieh-
stein, Barney Barnard, Reginald Barlow,
Friank Bacon, Rlichard Bennett, Leon
Errol, Jack Haazard, Bernard Granville,
Wilton Lackaye, Clifton Crawford, Don-
ald Brian, Brandon Tynon, B. . Hilllam,
Sam Moors, James Barton, Emmett Cor-
rlgan, Willlam Flelds, Charlea Judels,
Tom Lewis, Keegan and Edward and
others,

AMUSEMENTS IN BROOKLYN.

Miss Alice Brady will be at the Shu.
bart-Crescent Theatre this week in Owen
Davis’'s romance, “Forever After."” Will-
{am A. Brady has retained the original
cast with her.

“Daddles,” David Belasco's pressnta-
tion of JohP L. Hobble's comedy, will re-
main for & second week at the Montauk
Theatre.

“The Girl in the Limousins™ will be
presented by A. H. Woods at the Majestic
Theatre, with John Cumberland, Miss
Doris Kenyon, Miss Zelda Ssara, Charles
Ruegles and the original cast. Tha farce
is by Wilson Collison and Avery Hop-
wood. ‘Tha performance of Monday.
Tuerday and Wadnesday nights will be
for the benefit of the Willlamaburg Hos-

ital
: Sir Harry Lauder, Scotch singing
comedian, will appear ut the Academy of
Music on Thursday and Hriday of this
week in his song characterizations.

Joseph E. Howard and Miss Ethelyn
Clark In “Chin Toy," & musleal romanee,
will hpad the bill at the Orpheum this
week. Miss Rose (oghlan and Miss
Hylvia Clark also will be there,

Mins Marie Cahill will be the topnotcher
at the Bushwick, with Toto and Frank
J. Conroy and company as other
features.

Charles Ahearn, tramp pantomimist;
Miss Mary Haynes and Lew Welch, with
the photoplay “Everywomun,” will be

on the bill at the Metropolitan.

Mlu Mary Plckford In "FPollyanna™
remains at the Strandfl ‘with Harold
Lioyd In *,His Royal Siynesa” and other
Incidental features,

Rasmian Dancers at Metropolitan.

AMme. Clotilde Sakharoff and Alexan-
der Sakharoff, Russian dancers, will
make their debut here under the auspices
of Mms. Harold F. McCormick in the
Motropolitan Opera Houss on next Tues-
day night. The latest of Rusasian danc-
ern to arrive in this country. they have
appeared In various Europsan capitals

"Abraham Lincoln'. ., o000 qoes Cort
“Faor the Defense”, , . . Morosco
“The Sign ca the Door". ... Republie
“The Famous Mra. Falr”. ... Miller's
"Gest's Midnight “7Vhiel™
Century Roof
*"Em!lin® Through"....... Broadhurst
“The Acquittal™..... Cohan & Harrls
A i | Booth

*Tha Purnle Mask'

“I'rivolities of 1530".

“The Passlon Flo- »r*
Greenwich Village

- «44th Street

PAlways YOO .icinaesiiaesy ««Lyrie
WPELPD™ icsssnavenssibuns Criterion
“The Rulned Ladv"....... Playhouss
“Mamma's Affalr”...........Fulton
“The Power of Darkneas”. ...Garrick
AR Tou Were .. vvesnnsese Central
*Tha NIght BOAL" isesivsves Liberty
“My Golden GIN"..covs.NOra Bayen
“RBreakfast In Bed”.....c000s Eltinge
“Beryond the Horlgon' (apec. mats.)
Morosco
“He and Bhe"...oviesicinsnns Little
. »

UNION HILL'S PASSION PLAY.

Taollowing the custom of selecting the
cnst from Iay members of the church,
the Unlon HIIL (N, J1.) Parish Players
of the Holy Family Catholle Church
are again in rehearsal for the annual
presentation of “The Passion Play” at
Columbus Anditorlum. This will begin
next Wednesday and continue through
the Lenton segson.

The part of the Saviour will be taken
by Leonard Heinzmann, a silk manu-
facturer. Mins Mary Bchuck, a clerk,
will play the part of Mary Magdalene,
and Miss Ellzabeth Foerch, a typlst, will
appear as Clawdia Procula,, Other prin-
cipala in the cast are Joseph Helnbuch,
nssistant bank cashler, as Calphas;
Frederick Eld, machinist, as Ananios;
Dr. Russell Burnham, physician, as
Pilate; Frank Haussmann, student, as
Herod ; Engelbert Helnzmann, draughts-
man, Prior; Poter Hengl, printer, Joseph
of Arimathea; John and Thomas Fusha,
accountant and mechanic respectively,
alternating an Judas; Frank Otway, me-
chanic, as Bimon, leader of the SBanhe-
drim ; Miss Magdaline Mausmann, seam=
stress, as Merodias; Misn Charlotte Pil-
ger, stenographer, as Veronica; Mise
Madeline Stahl, bookkeeper, as Baloma,
and John Mayer, pearl button worker, &
Roman captain.

IN NEIGHBORHOOD THEATRES.

*No Mors Blondea” which recently
concluded an engagement at Maxine El-
llott’s Theatre, will ba the attraction
this week at ths Shubert-Riviera, with
the original cast, Including Ernest
Truex, Misses Naney Falr and Elleen
Wilson, Dallas Welford and Leo Donm-
nelly.

“Listen Lester,” ons of the most aue-
cessful musical comedles of last peason,
will be scen this week at the Standard
Theatre. It Ia one of the productions of
John Cort. $

At the Bronx Opera Flouse beginning
to-morrow night Miss Ruth Chatterton
will play a week's engngement in *“Moon-
light and Honsysuckle,” the comedy by
George Scarborough. In which she ap-
peared for many weeks at Henry Miller's
Theatre,

NEW RUSSIAN ENTERTAINMENT.

Singing nnd dancing with novel fea-
tiren I promised in tha parfarmance of
the Russinn Isba, which will be offered
in the Belmont Theatre this week. The
entertainment is described as o presen~
tation of Russian peasant life in thres
acta.

Misses Nina Sergeeva and Vera Zime-
leva are the principal dancers. Serge
Borowsky, once a barytons of the Mos-
cow opera, hends the company and has
staged the production. Other Russian
singers in the company of forty-five are
Mme. Kousnetsoff-Ott, soprano, and Mlle,
Bogdaonoff.

Rehearsals of the People's Liberty
Chorus for a concert In Carnegie Hall
on February 27 are being held every
Monday and Thursday night at eight
o'tlock in the High School of Commerce,

eince 1910, /

in West Sixty-fifth street, under the
direction of L. Camilleri.




